
August 9, 2020 
 
Dear Garden City School Community, 
 
I hope your family fared well in last week’s tropical storm.  I know many of our community 
members are still without electricity. The storm has certainly added to our challenges.    
 
Over the past two weeks, I received numerous communications from parents with widely 
varying opinions about what they feel we should be doing at our schools.   As I indicated in an 
earlier communication, there is no one plan that will please everyone.  Please know I value your 
input and our continued dialogue around our reopening plans.  
 
Governor Cuomo’s August 7th Announcement  
On Friday, Governor Cuomo announced in his briefing that schools can reopen in-person as long 
as the coronavirus transmission rates remain low and individual school districts reopening plans 
in line with the NYS Department of Health guidelines.     

The Governor also announced the following: 

• Posting a specific informational document on our website that addresses COVID-19 
testing, contact tracing, and remote learning. 

• Hosting three parent meetings, where there is an opportunity for a question and answer 
period. 

• Holding a faculty meeting, where there is an opportunity for a question and answer 
period. 

Testing and Contact Tracing 
Prior to today’s announcement, guidance from the State led us to believe that our County 
Department of Health would take the lead on testing and contact tracing. Be assured that we 
will now work with Nassau County DOH to be in compliance with the State’s requirements.   For 
your reference, a supplemental guidance document from the State Health Department is 
available here. 
 
Parent Meetings 
As planned, we will be holding our first set of parent meetings next week through Zoom.  You 
will be receiving information for those meetings in a separate email.  Please also note that our 
Board of Education meeting on August 18th will be dedicated to the reopening plans. The 
meeting information will be posted on our website later this week.   
Here is the schedule of our virtual parent meetings.  Our building principals will provide an 
overview of the plan by each level. The dates are as follows: 
 

• Elementary Schools: Tuesday, August 11 @ 1 p.m. & 4 p.m. 

• Primary Schools (Kindergarten): Wednesday, August 12 @ 9 a.m. 

• Primary Schools (First Grade): Wednesday, August 12 @ 11 a.m. 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnyssba.acemlnb.com%2Flt.php%3Fs%3Daf74f2ce6553f473e05be898334f05aa%26i%3D4748A5123A87A166659&data=02%7C01%7Csinhak%40gcufsd.net%7C35d56e5670a74bdb7cd708d83c5e598e%7C0be0077b9053451185896af16777c5ed%7C0%7C0%7C637325723243804916&sdata=IyU5f4mnPWBJBScaau5%2BfC0HDXvQM0ZCfa3paONFUj8%3D&reserved=0


• Middle School: Thursday, August 13 @ 2 p.m. 

• High School: Friday, August 14 @ 1 p.m. 

As we plan for additional parent meetings, we will notify you. 

Updated Reopening Plans 
He also indicated that we need to continue to follow the Department of Health and NYS 
Education Department’s guidelines, which includes a strong recommendation for social 
distancing. As a result, we believe our best option for in-person learning is the hybrid plan 
posted on our website with the following modifications listed below: 

• High School hybrid schedule – students will be in every other day and following a nine 
period schedule.   

• Middle School hybrid schedule – students will now follow a nine period schedule and 
students will be in every other day. 

• 5th grade – students will be in school every day.  We are in the process of finalizing the 
location.  

• K-5 - daily start time for all primary and elementary students will be 40 minutes later 
than last year, depending on our transportation plans. This later start will give teachers 
time at the beginning of each day to collaborate with one another rather than taking  
time to prepare their lessons throughout the day.  Special area teachers will be assisting 
with in-person classroom instruction.    

 
As I have indicated, this plan is fluid and changes will be made to the plan as needed.  Our 
overarching goal is to get all of our students back in school, in-person, every day.   
 
Social – Emotional Health 
Many of you have shared concerns regarding our students’ social-emotional health. Please be 
assured that this will be a primary focus at all levels when students return. We are investing in 
resources to support our children in their transition back to school.   I know our children have 
dealt with a lot of change and uncertainty over the past five months. We will be there to help 
them through this next stage.  
 
Options:  Full Remote and Transportation 
As you know parents have the options to choose full remote learning.  In the next several days, 
we will be distributing a form to parents who wish to opt their child out of in-person instruction 
(meaning, the child will engage in 100% remote instruction).   
 
We sent out a transportation form last week encouraging parents to provide transportation.   
Because of the social distancing recommendations for students on the bus, parent 
transportation will be extremely helpful.  We will extend the timeline for the transportation 
decision until the end of the week. 
 
 

https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=16683&dataid=13969&FileName=GC%20Transportation%20Declination%202020%20Form.pdf


Safety 
Over the past several weeks hearing from many of you, I have learned that what influences one 
family’s decision about where and how to educate their child and whether or not a child should 
wear a mask is highly nuanced and deeply personal.  Each one of us is having personal 
experiences related to the virus, which is understandable.  The news and even the guidelines 
can be confusing.   
 
My responsibility is to interpret the guidelines to the best of our abilities.  At this time, we will 
ask students to wear a mask and ensure we give mask breaks.  We will continue to evaluate the 
wearing of masks. 
 
 
As I have said previously, our reopening plans are fluid and will continue to be refined, always 
keeping in mind that safety is our top priority. We will continue to follow the Governor’s 
decision on school reopening, which could require us to shift in a different direction.  We are 
committed to your children and doing whatever is required during these trying times.   
 
I thank you for your continued patience and flexibility.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kusum 
 
Kusum Sinha, Ed.D.      


